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”I’m trading my sorrows, I’m trading my shame, 
I’m laying them down, for the Joy of the Lord… 
I’m trading my sickness; I’m trading my pain, 
 I’m laying them down, for the Joy of the Lord… 
I’m pressed, but not crushed, persecuted, not 
abandoned, struck down but not destroyed.  
I’m blessed beyond the curse, for His promise will 
endure, that His joy is going to be my strength. 
Though the darkness shall last for the night, 
 His Joy comes with the morning…” 
 
These are the words to my favorite song when I 
lead praise and worship. And in the month of 
January, from South Carolina to South Texas, I 
saw men; women and children lay down “ their 
sorrow, shame, sickness and pain, for the Joy of 
the Lord” 
 
At the end of the day, when the extreme 
weariness has set in from long days and short 
nights, 3500 miles of windshield time and all the 
hard work, that does not compare to seeing 
hearts changed forever in entire families. 
 

 
Texas sky and the Chapel Steeple inside the razor wire 
of the prison fence in Kenedy, TX. Hope for the 
hopeless. 
 
You are a very talented and energetic servant of 
God.  Keep the Spirit up!  
 
Pastor John Wheat 
First Baptist Church, Kenedy, TX. 
 

 
My Explorer full, up to and including the front seat 
headed home from North and South Carolina. 
 

 
Now how do I get all this to Kenedy, Texas? 
 
“good evening Joe  brother God bless to you  
togetherly with all your family we are praying   
specially for you, and also for you  family, and  for 
 your  ministry too, l have beem working strongly 
in the work of God in this past  month, and 
always l am working  with  the construction  of  
two  churchs working togetherly with our brother  
wil  pounds,  for me it is of big blessing do it  for 
God,  praise  God.  everyone of the  members  
of  the  church alfa y omega bautista  the  are 
very happy with the gift of the speaker,  (PA 
system they got in time for Christmas service) 
we  want   to  say  you Joe  brother   thank  you  
a  lot   for  this  beatiful  gift you  gave for the 
work of God there is in Danli. we are waiting to 
you newly there in honduras and special 
 from the city Danli, we love you with all our 
heart.  su   Amigo y  hermano  en  Cristo  Pastor.  
Juan  Alberto  Herrera  Umanzor” 
 
 Pastor Juan Alberto in Danli, Honduras 
 
“We look forward to seeing you this summer or 
early winter and I believe it is Gods will that you 
come again and that it will happen. Thanks for 
the gift you gave us before we left.” 
  
Mitch Tillman, Harbor Evangelism, Mongolia 



“We express our thanksgiving to you for your 
faithful cooperation with us for the last year for 
God's glory. We are thankful to be partner with 
you in the Lord Jesus Christ.   
May God bless you and your family.   
director of PMCM, U. Batnasan.” 
 
 Pastor of Prison Ministry Group in Ulaanbaatar, 
Mongolia 
 
I just want you to know that your love is felt by 
many. I am so thankful for your continued 
faithfulness and love for this ministry. Because of 
your faithful giving, you are helping people 
everywhere. The Pastor in Honduras with a PA 
System for his 4 churches, little Ivannia going into 
the 4th grade in San Manuel, Honduras. She 
received a Medal for being the best student in her 
school with a 98% average and a Diploma of 
Merit. (honor student) Her tuition cost about $25 
a month. Her cousin, Victor Jose will be in the 
first grade and is also an excellent student. 
 

 
Ivannia and me in San Manuel Cortes, Honduras. 
 
Hello friend, God bless you.  I am sending you 
the diplomas and report cards of Ivannia and 
Victor Jose. 
“God bless you all the days, we always 
remember you, your wife, and your friends who 
call, we love you much.  The kids say a big hug 
for our friend Joe.  We love you Joe.  Many 
blessing from God.” 
  
Chely Hernandez, Ivannia’s Mother 
 
When you bless me with your generosity, then 
together we can bless others. 
 
Prayer Answered 
 
$300 donated toward PA System 
Safety while traveling in 7 states 
Beginning of puppet ministry 
Heater in my Explorer fixed 
New style web page testing in process. 
48 pair reading glasses donated for the needy 

Prayer Requests 
 
Continue to pray for ministry needs as doors 
open and safety during travels 
More PA Equipment 
Return trip to Mongolia 
Return trip to Spanish language school 
Sponsor for monthly newsletter 
Some “in kind” storage space 
Involvement of churches in this ministry 
Late model or new large SUV or ¾ ton 4 door 
truck 
 
Vehicle update 
 
I have had the Explorer in the shop three times 
since January 1. I was told that soon, $800 for 
ball joints. Pray with me for another vehicle for all 
the traveling there is this year.  
 
The vehicle needs are greater than ever and 
without reliable transportation I will not be able to 
make all my commitments. I believe to minimize 
the cost associated with all the travel I do 
monthly, a medium size RV trailer with some 
storage capacity pulled by a heavy duty SUV or 
¾ ton pickup with extended cab or 4 doors is the 
cheapest way. Mileage will be better than my little 
Explorer and the expense of hotel and motels 
would be eliminated. The upkeep for my old 
Explorer will be eliminated for some time to 
come. In talking with folks as I travel, it seems the 
diesel powered vehicles pulling big trailers and 
even late model gas powered vehicles get much 
better mileage than my little 12 year old V8 Ford. 
So please pray that God provide for these needs. 
I know it’s all in His time and He will provide 
through your gifts. 
 
In February I’ll be driving to Kenedy, Texas and 
Shreveport, Louisiana; March to Beeville, Texas 
and near Phoenix, Arizona. In April Beaumont, 
Texas and fly from Houston to Quito, Ecuador. 
 
“When are you coming to visit us in Guatemala?  
May God bless you in your ministry that you are 
doing for Him, and that you will always prosper 
and that He will provide the necessary for you 
and your family” 
 
Miriam Floridalma Chan Patá de Guatemala 
 
My love to each of you for being so special.  
 
Joe McDonald 


